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Lessons AND CAROLS

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
LicuTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE Jessie, Will, Kacen, and Karson Hooper
SuNG RESPONSE Hymn 84, v. 3, Creator of the Stars of Night

At your great name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: all things on earth with one

accord, like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.

CarrL To WoRsHIP (From St. Peter Chrysologus, 5 Century)

God saw the world falling to ruin because of fear,
and God immediately acted to call it back with love.
God invited it by grace,
preserved it by love,
and embraced it with compassion.
With joy in your hearts, we proclaim that God's love has arrived in Christ.

*HymnN 140 Once in Royal David’s City
First LESsoN Genesis 3: 1-13; 12: 1-3
SpeciaL Music Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Jeffrey Snider, baritone and Stephen Carey, piano

SeconD LessoN Isaiah 9: 2-7

HymnN 129 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
THIRD LESsoN Micah 5: 2-5a

Hymn 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem
FourTH LEsson Matthew 1: 18-23
Hymn 145 What Child Is This
FirrH LEsson Luke 2: 1-7

IRBY

Kirsten Brown

Craig Courtney

Christopher Curcuruto
ESIST EIN ROS’

Adam La Spata

ST. LOUIS

Gayle Strange

GREENSLEEVES

Jim White



ANTHEM Let the Stable Still Astonish Dan Forrest
(Words by Leslie Leyland Fields)
Let the stable still astonish: straw-dirt floor, dull eyes, Dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen; crumbling, crooked walls; no bed to
carry that pain, and then, the child, rag-wrapped laid to cry in a trough. Who would have chosen this? Who would have said:
“Yes, Let the God of Heaven and Earth be born in this place.” Who but the same God who stands in the darker, fouler rooms of
our hearts and says, “Yes, let the God of Heaven and Earth be born in THIS place.”

SixtH LEssoN Luke 2: 8-16 Richard B. Culp
MEDITATION God'’s Journey Richard B. Culp
Hymn 113 Angels, We Have Heard on High GLORIA
SEVENTH LESsON Hebrews 1: 1-4 Lisa Patterson
ANTHEM To Thee My Heart I Offer Elaine Hagenberg
EicuTH LEssoN John 1: 1-14 Peggy Capps
ANTHEM To The World, Joy! G.F. Hangel, arr. Joel Raney

Bell Choir and Gail Dunn, piano

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

PresSENTATION OF TiTHES AND OFFERINGS
ANTHEM What Sweeter Music John Rutter

SpeciaL CHRisTMAS EVE OFFERING
As we celebrate the birth of the Savior, let us remember the poor and hungry, the homeless and dispossessed, and let us answer
the call of Christ to be his ambassadors of love. Tonight’s offering will be split between the Denton Community Food Center,
the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund and the Presbyterian Disaster Tornado Relief Fund.

*Hymn 122 Silent Night, Holy Night SILENT NIGHT

BeNEDICTION

PostLUDE

Handbell choir: Parker Hinnenkamp, Adam LaSpata, Stephen Austin, Tyler Keever, Andrea Godwin-Stremler, Andrew
Trachsel, Ted Godwin-Stremler, Rebecca Padia, Andersen Trachsel, Michelle LaSpata, Abigail Kyzer, Kourtney Austin, Na-
talie Green, and Kirsten Trachsel, director.



84  Creator of the Stars of Night
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1 Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, your peo-ple’s ev - er-

2 When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in
3 At your great name, O Je - sus, now all knees must bend, all
4 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, and God the Spir - it
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last - ing light, O Christ, re - deem - er of us all,
splen - dor brightt not as a mon - arch, but the child
hearts must bow: all things on earth with one ac - cord,
Three in  One, praise, hon - or, might, and glo - ry  be
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we pray you, hear us when we call
of  Mar - y, blame - less moth - er mild.
like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.
from age to age e - ter - nal - ly A -  men
TEXT: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; as in The Hymnal 1940, alt. CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM
MUSIC: Sarum plainsong, Mode IV, 9th cent.; harm. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011 LM
Text Alt. © 1940 Church Pension Fund (alternate tune: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR)

Music Harm. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

Once in Royal David’s City 140
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1 Once in roy - al Da - vids «ct - y stood a low - ly

2 He came down  to earth from  heav-en who is God and
3 Je - sus is our child - hood’s pat - tern; day by day like
4 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own  re-
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cat - tle shed, where a moth - er laid her ba - by in a
Lord of all, and his shel - ter was a sta - ble, and his
us  he grew; he was lit - tle, weak and help-less; tears and
deem-ing love; for that child so dear and gen-tle is our
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man - ger for his  bed: Mar-y was that moth - er
cra - dle was a stall;  with the poor and meek and
smiles like us he knew; and he feels for all our
Lord in heaven a - bove; and he leads his chil - dren
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mild; Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
low - ly, lived on earth our Sav - ior ho - ly.
sad - ness, and  he shares in all our glad-ness.
on to the place where he is gone.
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Like “All Things Bright and Beautiful” (see no. 20), this popular Christmas hymn was written by an Irish
poet to illustrate for children the various articles of the Apostles’ Creed. It is not known which of several
English villages the composer had in mind when naming this tune.
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TEXT: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848, alt. IRBY
MUSIC: Henry John Gauntlett, 1849; harm. Arthur Henry Mann, 1919 8.7.8.7.7.7



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 129
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath sprung,
2 1 - sa - iah ’twas fore-told it, the rose I have in  mind;
3 This flower, whose fra-grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills  the air,
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of Jes - se’s lin-eage com -ing, by faith-ful proph - ets sung.
with Mar - y we be - hold it the vir-gin moth - er kind.
dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor the dark-ness ev - ery-where.
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It came, a flower - et bright, a - mid the cold of
To show God’'s love a - right she bore for wus a
En - fleshed, yet ver - y God, from sin  and death he
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win - ter,  when half  spent was the night.
Sav - dor,  when half  spent was the night.
saves us and light - ens ev - ery load.
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Although the early copies of this 15th-century German text include many more stanzas than are printed here,
this simpler, shorter form has much to commend it. This early 17th-century harmonization of the traditional
chorale melody invites and rewards singing in parts.

TEXT: German carol; stanzas 1, 2 trans. Theodore Baker, 1894, alt.; stanza 3 trans. Harriet Knuth Spaeth, 1985, alt. ES IST EIN” ROS’
MUSIC: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1609 7.6.7.6.6.7.6



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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while mor-tals sleep, the

10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, how still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - y and, gath-ered all a-bove,
3 How si-lent - ly, how si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is given!
4 0 ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de-scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by

an - gels keep their watch of won-dering love.

So  God im-parts to  hu-man hearts the bless-ings of his heaven.
cast out our sin and en -ter in; be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last-ing light;
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro- claim the ho -1y birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing, but in this world of  sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the greatglad ti-dings tell;
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the  hopes and fears of all the years are met in  thee to-night
and prais - es sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en-ters in.
@) come to us; a - bide with us, our Lord Em - man-u - el!
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Though he was famed during his lifetime as a great preacher, no sermon Phillips Brooks ever preached has
been heard or read by as many people as have sung this carol he wrote in December 1868 for the Sunday
School children of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Philadelphia.

TEXT: Phillips Brooks, 1868
MUSIC: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868

ST. LOUIS
8.6.8.6.7.6.8.6

(alternate tune: FOREST GREEN)



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

14 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who,laid to rest, on Mar-y's lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox andass are feed-ing?
3 So  bring him in-cense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep-ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal-va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the King, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you.
Raise, raise the song on high. The vir - gin sings her lul - 1la - by.
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son  of Mar-y!
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son  of Mar-y!
Joy,  joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son  of Mar-y!

g
1L
1\
LY
B
s
]
LINN.]

~
~
~J

This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.

TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871 GREENSLEEVES
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871 8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

113 Angels We Have Heard on Hi
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er

2 Shep-herds, why this

L ) N

the plains,

ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the

an - gels sing;

What the glad-some ti - dings be which in-spire your heaven-ly

come, a - dore
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and the moun-tains in re - ply ech - o-ing their joy - ous strains.

song?

on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
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TEXT: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. GLORIA

MUSIC: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937
Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr.
(admin. Fleming H. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group)

7.7.7.7 with refrain




Silent Night, Holy N

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

ight!
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! All is calm, all is bright
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep-herds quake at the sight;
3 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God, love’s pure light
4 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Won-drous star, lend thy light;
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‘round yon vir - gin moth-er and child! Ho - ly In-fant, so ten-der and
glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far, heaven-ly hosts sing “Al - le - lu -
ra - diant beams from thy ho-ly face, with the dawn of re—deem - ing

with the an - gels let us sing Al - le-lu - to our
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mild, sleep in heav-en-ly peace, sleep in heav-en-ly peace.
ia: Christ the Sav-ior is born; Christ the Sav -ior is born!”
grace, Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth, Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth.
King: Christ the Sav-ior is born; Christ the Sav -ior is born.
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1 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 1 23 AFs
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SPANISH

iNoche de paz, noche de amor!

Todo duerme en derredor,

entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
bella, anunciando al nifiito Jestis,

brilla la estrella de paz,
brilla la estrella de paz.

The tradition that this carol’s tune was created for guitar accompaniment at its first singing on Christmas
Eve 1818 seems reliable, though a recent find shows that the text was about two years old. But there is no
question that this is now a favorite Christmas carol worldwide.

TEXT: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1-3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;

stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818
Korean Trans. © The Christian Literature Society of Korea

STILLE NACHT
Irregular



Genesis 3: 1-13

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lorp God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; *but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” *But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die; > for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, 2l knowing good and evil.” ¢So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loin-
cloths for themselves.

8They heard the sound of the Lorp God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lorp God among the trees of the garden. *But
the Lorp God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” “He said, “I heard the sound of you
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” ' He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 2The man said,
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” *Then the Lorp
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me,
and I ate.”

Genesis 12: 1-3

Now the Lorp said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will
curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”



Isaiah 9: 2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
*For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will do this.

Micah 5: 2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

* And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lorb,
in the majesty of the name of the Lorp his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;
>and he shall be the one of peace.



Matthew 1: 18-23

8 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dis-
miss her quietly. 2But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 2All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

2 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”

Luke 2: 1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own
towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. >He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ¢ While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2: 8-16

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. °Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 19 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a man-
ger.” ¥ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and say-

ing,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors

K4

1>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” *So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.



Hebrews 1: 1-4

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spo-
ken to us by a Son,l2l whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the re-
flection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustainsl! all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

John 1: 1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.

¢There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. “He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. "He came to
what was his own,ls and his own people did not accept him. 2But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, * who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
of grace and truth.



ADVENT Music AND FLOWERS

In Memory of

Jim Chaplin
Aileen Lowry-Allison
Marvin & Ouida Henderson
Bob & Jane Kain
Jordan Dodson
Don & Wanda Speigel
Donna Jones
Wanda & VW Martin
Coy Fagan
Willis Mitchell
Jack & Nettie Cornelius
Brad & Margaret Gilbert

David Ramey Gilbert

In Honor of

Connor Eberhart
Joan Groom
Suan Fagan
Catherine Mitchell
Children & Grandchildren of A.W. & Reca Oliver

Daughters &t Grandchildren of David & Eileen Duffield

Children & Grandchildren of Betty Culp
Robyn & Matt Heilig
Sid and Julie Wells
Jeff Snider
The children and grandchildren of Gayle Strange
Will, Walker, and Ann Patterson

The Stephen Ministers of St. Andrew Presbyterian

Ray Janes
Deborah Kilgore
John, Ruth, & Ron Madaras
Marjorie & John Hatmaker
Maxine & Sterling Ramsey
Ralph B. Culp
Helen Culp Schutts
Lewis & Kevin Sims
Hundley Families
Wallis Families
Dan & Jean Wilson
George Heilig

Barbara Smith

ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
300 W. Oak Street Denton, TX 76201
Phone (940) 387-3897 Fax (940) 381-2404
www.standrewdenton.com
info@standrewdenton.com

Richard B. Culp, Senior Pastor
Lisa Patterson, Associate Pastor
Jeff Snider, Director of Music
Parker Hinnenkamp, Organist
Stephanie Raesz, Youth Director
Kirsten Trachsel, Children & Youth Choir Director
C.J. Prater, Seminary Intern
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church is a
Stephen Ministry Congregation.

Stephen Ministers are trained to provide one-to-one care to those expe-
riencing situations such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal
illness, or relocation. Please contact Richard Culp or Lisa Patterson to
connect with Stephen Ministry.




