
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Denton, Texas 
 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2021 

In person worshippers: please remain seated throughout the service, wear masks, and sing or speak softly to yourself. 

 

Gathering Around God’s Word 

Prelude  Advent Prelude  Callahan 

Kimberly Luevano, clarinet and Parker Hinnenkamp, organ 

 

Introit (3:00 p.m.)  Lo, how a rose eʹer blooming   arr. T.A. Bergan 

Timothy Bergan, baritone and Christopher Cucuruto, bass‐baritone  

 

Introit (5:00 p.m.)  Christmas Trilogy   Rudolf  

Maria Baylock, cello and Parker Hinnenkamp, organ  

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle    Kendall and Drew Hallford (3:00 p.m.) 

    Stephen Plunkett and Alison McStravick (5:00 p.m.) 
 

Sung Response    (Hymn  121, v 2) 

For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering 

love. O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on 

earth.  

   

Call to Worship    (From St. Peter Chrysologus, 5th Century) 
God saw the world falling to ruin because of fear, 

and God immediately acted to call it back with love. 

God invited it by grace, 

preserved it by love, 

and embraced it with compassion.  

with joy in our hearts, we proclaim that Godʹs love has arrived in Christ. 

 

Hymn 133  O Come, All Ye Faithful  ADESTE FIDELIS 

 

Prayer of Confession    Lisa Patterson 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness.  We confess that we 

have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good.  We have closed our eyes to your glory in our 

midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.  Forgive our doubt and renew our hope so that we may receive the 

fullness of your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  In his name, we pray. Amen (Time of silent 

confession). 

 

Sung Response    (Hymn 121, Vs 4) 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. We hear  

the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!  
 

Declaration of Pardon  
Friends, the Christ child arrives bringing us good news of great joy for all the people. 

The Christ‐child comes to save us from our sins. Thanks be to God! 



 

Sung Response (Hymn 132, Vs. 3)    IN DULCI JUBILO 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was 

born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. Christ was born to save! Christ was 

born to save! 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination    C.J. Prater 
 

First Scripture Lesson  Luke 2: 1‐7  See Insert 
The Word of the Lord.             

Thanks be to God! 

        

Anthem (3:00 p.m.)  Christmas Trilogy   Rudolf  

Maria Baylock, cello and Parker Hinnenkamp, organ  

 

Anthem (5:00 p.m.)  In the Bleak Midwinter  arr. Courtney  

Erin Alcorn, soprano and Jeffrey Snider, baritone 

 

Second Scripture Lesson  Luke 2: 8‐16 See Insert 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn 119  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  MENDELSSOHN 

 

Sermon  God’s Journey  Richard B. Culp 
 

Responding to God’s Word 

Hymn 134  Joy to the World  ANTIOCH 

      

Affirmation of Faith    (Confession of 1967) 

In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to Godʹs own self.  Jesus Christ is God with humanity.  He is the 

eternal son of the Father, who became human and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation.  He is 

present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit to continue and complete his mission.  This work of God, 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is the foundation of all confessional statements about God, humans and the 

world.  Therefore, the church calls me to be reconciled to God and to one another. Amen.  

 

Special Christmas Eve Offering 
As we celebrate the birth of the Savior, let us remember the poor and hungry, the homeless and dispossessed, and let us answer 

the call of Christ to be his ambassadors of love. Tonight’s offering will be split between the Denton Community Food Center, 

the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund and the Presbyterian Disaster Tornado Relief Fund. 

 

Offertory  O Holy Night  Adam 

Jeffrey Snider, baritone and Parker Hinnenkamp, organ 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 



Thanks to Dayvison Costa for playing trumpet this afternoon.  

Hymn 147  The First Nowell        THE FIRST NOWELL 

 

Christmas Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.  

 
 

Taking the Light of Christ into the World 

H  122 Silent Night, Holy Night        STILLE NACHT 

Please remain seated as ushers assist the congregation in lighting candles. Receive light from the center aisle and pass to 

the side aisle. The lighted candle should remain upright and the unlighted candle tipped for lighting. To assure the safety 

of everyone, please extinguish all candles before moving from your seat.  
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude   

Luke 2: 1‐7 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 

and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

Luke 2: 8‐16 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the 

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethle‐

hem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

Scripture Readings 

















Advent Music and Flowers 

In Memory of 

Jim Chaplin 

Aileen Lowry‐Allison 

Marvin & Ouida Henderson 

Bob & Jane Kain 

Jordan Dodson 

Don & Wanda Speigel 

Donna Jones 

Wanda & VW Martin 

Coy Fagan 

Willis Mitchell 

Jack & Nettie Cornelius 

Brad & Margaret Gilbert 

David Ramey Gilbert 

Ray Janes 

Deborah Kilgore 

John, Ruth, & Ron Madaras 

Marjorie & John Hatmaker 

Maxine & Sterling Ramsey 

Ralph B. Culp 

Helen Culp Schutts 

Lewis & Kevin Sims 

Hundley Families 

Wallis Families 

Dan & Jean Wilson 

George Heilig 

Barbara Smith 

Robert and Nancy Brown 

Beth Wells 

Tolford and Ruth Durham 

Don and Jeanne Warner 

Patsy Patterson 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Robison 

Mary Louise Garner 

In Honor of 

Connor Eberhart 

Joan Groom 

Suan Fagan 

Catherine Mitchell 

Children & Grandchildren of A.W. & Reca Oliver 

Daughters &t Grandchildren of David & Eileen Duffield 

Children & Grandchildren of Betty Culp 

Robyn & Matt Heilig 

Sid and Julie Wells 

Jeff Snider 

The children and grandchildren of Gayle Strange 

Will, Walker, and Ann Patterson 

The Stephen Ministers of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 




